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75 X / France

I'was in France for a short exchange
during that time and | remember that
they constantly showed the news (with
videos of the tsunami and the nuclear
catastrophe) on the TV. | couldn’t
understand but it looked horrible. There
were a lot of aid organizations raising

money for Japan!
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7 * Y A / the United States

| was young at that time but | remember
watching news footage filmed from a
helicopter that's broadcasting the actual
tsunami scene. Then there was also the
Fukushima power plant meltdown. That
was also the first time | ever heard about
Sendai.
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What | remember is that on the news we
got to see a lot of videos taken by people
of the tsunami. Then every day we would
also have the number of people who were
missing and the huge number was scary.
[t was not a huge coverage but everyone

here knew about it.
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I don't remember much to be honest. Like

the tsunami of 2004, the news felt distant
and it was difficult to imagine.
The reality only hit me when | went to

Tohoku University for exchange studies.
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2011, I'was just 13 years old. | remember
news about the disaster was everywhere.
We, Vietnamese, felt sad, sympathy for
the people there. We praised and shared
thousands of stories of how Japanese
behave so politely and unitedly and
patiently in the middle of the disaster, like
an endless line of people waiting for relief
goods without scrambling, like a shop
owner catered food and drink free for
disaster victims. We all know about those
stories, but we just “*know”.

2019, for the first time | put a step on
that island country. | even chose to come
to Tohoku, which had been affected worse
by the disaster. | was not scared, even a
little. Came there with all my excitement.
Sendai welcomes me with the best
atmosphere, the best weather, and the
best people. The peacefulness still exists,
sakura still blooms gorgeously, people still
live like their life is full of happiness.

I can't say | know Tohoku, or Sendai. But
there is one thing | can be sure, there is

no threat waiting for you in that land.

| still remember one day, in the twilight,
beside the Hirose river, one of my friends
told me about his 11/3/2011 story. He
said how the earthquake hit his house

in Saitama, how his TV crashed on the
floor, how the media was full of news
about victims and damages in continuous
6 months, how Japan changed forever.
Besides that river, it was just a story, but
for the first time, everything became so
real for me. Like “On this land, where |
am standing, 8 years ago, people died,
lost their families, lost their homes. On
this land, where | am enjoying my longest
vacation, “pain” spreads into every single
corner. Earthquake rocked and stopped,
tsunami swept people and houses and
came back to the sea, but the loss and
pain is still here, in survivors' hearts and
eyes.”

| still remember the day | came to
Arahama Elementary School which was
flooded by a massive tsunami up to the
second floor. Now it has become an
earthquake memorial site, where you

can see the damaged school building in
unchanged form as well as large photos
and documentary films showing how

it looked at the time. “Shocked” can't
describe my feeling when | got there. | just
felt like, | just knew that that feeling would
haunt me forever.

People can share “mystery” stories about
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lands which haven't recovered from

the disaster, which are still closed and
uninhabited after the nuclear explosion.
We find those stories so interesting. But
they are “pain”.

People can worry about animals and
plants coming from post-disaster areas
and discriminate against products from
there. Their worries are reasonable. But if
you can spend a few minutes researching
and reading, you can understand how
hard Japanese people and the government
had tried to recover the damage of the
disaster, you can know that products from
those lands are safe and high-quality like
every Japanese thing. Don't discriminate
against people there, don't discriminate
against products produced by those
people. They deserve better. If possible,
come there and experience that amazing
land by yourself.

| love Sendai.

Not just because of how beautiful it is.
But also because of difficulties it had been

through.
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